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European Union- Latin America and Caribbean
Joint Initiative for Research and Innovation

EU-LAC SOM WORKING GROUP
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As a result of the European Union, Latin America and Caribbean (EULAC) Senior Officials
Meeting (SOM) hold on March 28-29, 2011 in Brussels, (a) the working mechanism and
roadmap to go forward the implementation of the EU-LAC Joint Initiative for Research and
Innovation (JIRI) was approved, (b) specific areas for bi-regional pilot activities were selected
and (c) four working groups were established to develop the pilots
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General Objectives: To define and develop bi-regional pilot activities on which the enhanced bi-regional
cooperation will be developed within the framework of the Joint Initiative (Bio-economy, including food
security, Biodiversity and Climate Change, ICT and Renewable Energies).

Co-Leaders:
* Mexico (Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnologia - CONACYT)
* Spain (Ministerio de Economia y Competitividad — MEC)

Partners:
* Argentina (Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnologia e Innovacién Productiva -MINCYT)
* Brazil (Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento Cientifico e Tecnolégico -CNPq)
* Costa Rica (Institute of Technology of Costa Rica)
* Nicaragua (Consejo Nicaragliense de Ciencia y Tecnologia-CONICYT)
* France (Ministry of National Education/French Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy Commission)
*  European Commission
* Germany

After Concepcion 2012:
* Bolivia
Chile (CONICYT)
*  Peru(CONCYTEC —UNI)
* Uruguay (Ministerio de Industria, Energia y Mineria)
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Working group strongly coordinated with the INCONet EULARINET with regard to the
activities that have been programmed in support to the implementation of the JIRI.

* Active role of ETPs, strong commitment from the members from Spain
 Extremely good participation of Latin American and European experts in supporting the WG

PHASE1:
a) Meetings for discussing the Background documents on EU-LAC joint priorities (Madrid, May
2011 and GENERA 2011)

b) Series of videoconferences with EU-LAC experts on solar, photovoltaic, wind energies as well
as bioenergy(documents in http://www.eularinet.eu/site/events/language:eng)

PHASE 2: Two workshops supported by the INCONet EULARINET focused in the definition of bi-
regional pilot activities

a) Rio de Janeiro, 31stAugust —1stSeptember 2011 (Wind Energy)
b) Mexico, 21st-22ndSeptember 2011(Bio-energy and Solar Energy)

c) Mexico, 21st-22"d October 2013 ALCUENET- CYTED meeting (Redefining topics including
energy eficiency)

P1+P2 : EU-LAC stakeholders and experts from industry, academy and policy makers,
European Commission and the EU-Technology Platforms were invited to collaborate to
identify opportunities, possibilities for policy coordination, instruments for financing joint
research, technology development and innovation activities in solar energy -both
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PHASE3:
* Funding agencies were approached (BID, LAIF, AECID, FAl)
* Asstarting point funding schemes in Mexico and Spain explored

Primary results:

* Basic lines of EU-LAC cooperation in bioenergy, solar energy and wind energy
identified

* Working documents on EU-LAC joint priorities in the three areas were produced

e Subareas for potential collaboration and topics identified in line with the priorities
of the SET Plan and LAC

Pilot activities for proposals were grouped into three modalities:
1. Coordinated activities

2. Actions to promote and support networking and exchanges between research
organisations in on-going or planned projects

3. Opening of programmes in the targeted areas to participation (without funding) of
organisations from other EU-LAC countries involved in the group -To be explored
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Research and innovation areas of common interest for potential collaboration:

-

BIOENERGY WIND ENERGY \
*Wind Resource Assessment and short term
forecasting

eLarge Wind Turbines

* Social Acceptance & Removing barriers

* Biomass availability and supply
e Markets and regulatory framework

J Imprqve c_o.nversion Processes [ Small Wind Turbines regional tecnolo /
O Sustainability EFICIENCY
O Integration of PV in buildings areas O Low thermal in buildings
. L Advance grid integration O Medium thermal industrial applications\
SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC I SOLAR THERMAL
» Quality Assurance Procedures | Studies * Thermal energy storage&
* Stand alone systems of solar Thermochemical
resources e Quality Infrastructure

(Standardization, Metrology ,
& Accreditation) /
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Ways to go forward in the proposed activities which include the research areas identified as
most potential:

1. Coordinated activities
a. Joint calls

— Joint call for bi- tri- or multilateral cooperation on Biomass availability and Conversion processes in
three selected topics complimentarily with the topics selected by the Bio economy working group on
these areas.

— Aset of joint calls for proposals for bi- tri- or multilateral cooperation on photovoltaic, thermal and
wind energy on the selected topics (6)

b. Project based proposals in bio-energy and solar energy (Possibilities to be proposed as such before
funding agencies, i.e. IADB-Mexico)

c. Expansion of potential on-going national projects with focus on the research subareas identified
(possibilities for twining)

2. Actions to promote and support networking and exchanges between research organisations in
on-going or planned projects
a. Establishment of thematic networks (activities supported by INCONets)
b. Capacity building (mobility)
c. Policy diaologue meetings and regulatory frameworks
d. Long term strategical proposal

3. Opening of programmes in the targeted areas to participation of organisations from other EU-
LAC countries involved in the group — Ex. IDEAS/IADB-Mexico
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e Short term—support by INCONETs
— Establishment of thematic networks
— Capacity building (mobility, others)
— Policy dialogue meetings and regulatory frameworks

e Short - Medium term 2014— countries’ compromise & funding agencies
— Joint calls
* Joint call in cooperation on Biomass availability and Conversion processes

in selected topics complimentarily with the ones selected by the Bio-
economy WG

* Aset of joint calls for proposals for multilateral cooperation on
photovoltaic, thermal and wind energy on the selected topics (6)

— Project based proposals in bio-energy and solar energy (Possibilities to be
proposed to funding agencies, i.e. IADB, others) / new projects
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 Medium term / 2014-15 — countries’ compromise & funding agencies

— Expansion of potential on-going national projects with focus on the
research subareas identified (possibilities for twinning) — international
linkages

— Opening of programs in the targeted areas to participation of
organizations from other EU-LAC countries involved in the group — Ex.
IDEAS/IADB-Mexico

* Longterm 2020...

— Long term strategic proposal: framing pilot activity which may include a
range of actions covering common cross-cutting topics identified in all
areas -solar thermal energy, solar photovoltaic energy, bioenergy and wind
energy. (Potential for IADB )
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