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What is FRB?

• A « Foundation for Scientific Cooperation » established in 2008 by the French 

Ministry for Research (FRB has the status of a private office)

• Eight Founding Members, scientific French research institutes: BRGM, Cirad, 

CNRS, Ifremer, INRA, IRD, IRSTEA, MNHN. 
These members also belong nowadays to the National Alliance for Research on the Environment 

(AllEnvi)

• FRB’s Missions: Foster, at the national, european and international levels, the • FRB’s Missions: Foster, at the national, european and international levels, the 

development, support and dissemination of research activity on biodiversity 

and its valuation, in the areas of biology, socio-economy and legislation. FRB’s 

mission also includes training and knowledge transfer activities.

These actions are framed within the context of the French National Strategy for Research (SNR) and the 

National Strategy for Biodiversity (SNB). 



How it operates?

• Governance: The Executive Board gathers representatives from the Founding members,  

representatives from the Strategic Orientation Council, qualified personalities, and 

representatives from the operational team.

• Organization: a director, an operational team, a scientific council (SC), and a Strategic 

Orientation Council (SOC)

• Total Budget for 2013: ca. 3,4 millions Euros 

Directeur: 

Pierre-Edouard Guillain



FRB’s Scientific Council (SC)
President: François Sarrazin, UPMC;  Vice-president: Sébastien Barot, IRD

• 20 scientific covering different and complementary fields of biodiversity 

researches, ranging from biodiversity description to the study of its 

interactions with human society. Knowledge about « the main groups of 

the living tree » can be mobilized.

• The SC advises on FRB’s main orientations and activities, on its annual 

action plan , and on all scientific questions relating to biodiversity.action plan , and on all scientific questions relating to biodiversity.

• It provides FRB with a prospective vision on biodiversity research major 

issues.

• It is a place for open scientific discussions relating to biodiversity 

research. The SC in the speaking on behalf of FRB founders.



The 2009 SC work defined 4 major research areas:

- To document (the current state of biodiversity)

- to better understand (the mechanisms that alter 

Biodiversity dynamics)

- to develop models and scenarios (on biodiversity changes and future)

- to better integrate (biodiversity in human activities)

The 2009 scientific prospective

- to better integrate (biodiversity in human activities)

To these axes have been added a thought on biodiversity values.

10 priorities have been settled that have been at the origin of the main 

FRB actions (Modelo-scenarios calls, Ecoscope, etc.).



The 2013 prospective
In 2013 the SC, in close interaction with the SOC red again the 

2009 work to update the FRB scientific prospective:

Four thematic areas have been considered:

• 1. Values  & actors

• 2. Functions & services

• 3. Pressures & risks 

• 4. Responses & adaptation

A transversal area:A transversal area:

• 5. Information & knowledge systems 

And one area on how to better use biodiversity knowledge for actions

• 6. Innovations & actions

These priorities aim to the sharing of concepts and methods and 

to favorize interdisciplinary bridges. 



FRB’s Strategic Orientation Council (SOC)
President : François Letourneux, IUCN France, Vice-president: Sylvie Bénard, LVMH

• The SOC gathers biodiversity stakeholders who are society actors who, by 

their activities, have to take into account biodiversity, and seek guidance 

from the knowledge provided by scientific research. These stakeholders 

can also bring forward specific needs in biodiversity knowledge.

• The SOC, working in conjunction with the SC, positions FRB as an interface 

between research and society in the field of knowledge, conservation and 

promotion of biodiversity.promotion of biodiversity.

• The SOC, stricto sensus, is made of a maximum of 40 members.

• However, so many stakeholders were interested in joining this Council that 

it was necessary to expand it, and FRB created an « extended SOC ». The 

latter currently gathers over 160 stakeholders, organized in 40 groups, 

each of them electing one representative to the « SOC at 40. » These 40 

groups are themselves organized in 5 « colleges ».



SOC’s 5 « Colleges »

• College 1: Areas, environment and species management

• College 2: Genetic resources (domesticated and wild) 

management

• College 3: Nature conservationCollege 3: Nature conservation

• College 4: Economic and industrial activities

• College 5: Socio-political activities and relations with society 

at large



FRB’s strategy

• FRB’s strategic vision is based on CBD Aichi’s biodiversity targets:

«By 2050, biodiversity is valued, conserved, restored and wisely used, 

maintaining ecosystem services, sustaining a healthy planet and 

delivering benefits essential for all people.»

• FRB contributes in particular to Target 19: 

« By 2020, knowledge, the science base and technologies relating« By 2020, knowledge, the science base and technologies relating

to biodiversity, its values, functioning, status and trends, and the 

consequences of its loss, are improved, widely shared and transferred, 

and applied.»

http://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/default.shtml



FRB’s strategy

• Within France’s current research strategy on Environment (coordinated by 

AllEnvi), and taking into account the major social challenges that are 

expressed by its SOC, FRB’s activities for biodiversity research follow two 

strategic axes toward:

1. Efficiently incorporate scientific knowledge into decision making and 

biodiversity management.biodiversity management.

�Benefit society from the acquired knowledge to preserve, to use in a 

sustainable manner and value biodiversity

2. Support new research to address the main knowledge gaps 

� Implement programmes to support research on prioritized issues.



FRB’s strategy

• FRB’s strategy is implemented in a Pluri-annual Action Plan, validated by 

its Executive Board. It includes 5 priority targets:

– Target 1: Mobilize cross-disciplinary  and inter-organisms expertise to 

support decision making.

– Target 2: Support the structuration, the analysis and the synthesis of 

data and knowledge to know and understand the state and dynamics 

of biodiversity.of biodiversity.

– Target 3: Organize and foster strategic and prospective reflections, 

associating scientists and stakeholders, to identify biodiversity 

research priorities.

– Target 4: Promote research programmes on themes of scientific and 

social importance.

– Target 5: Disseminate and transfer knowledge on biodiversity.



FRB’s strategy for research on tropical biodiversity and 

on the effects of climatic changes on biodiversity  

FRB’s 2009 scientific prospective stated, in priority #8:

« Favor the crossing of temperate, tropical and Mediterranean areas problematic, of terrestrial 

and marine problematic, and domesticated and wild life problematic. Putting together concepts and 

methods and the coherence of the research infrastructure require such crossing. A special effort 

should be made to help the development of research on biodiversity in the Southern countries, in 

coordination with the researches for development ».

In practice, since 2009, research on tropical biodiversity has been largely 

addressed in FRB’s calls for projects:addressed in FRB’s calls for projects:

• 2009 « White Call » (« Petits et percutants » with many tropical projects 

and several located in French overseas territories),

• 2010 and 2011 Call on Models and Scenarios of Biodiversity

• 2010, 2011 and 2012 CESAB’s Calls for Research Projects

In 2013, one call for project was entirely dedicated to Scenarios and Future of Biodiversity in sub-

Saharan Africa. It was co-financed by FFEM, RAPAC, AIRD, and the French ministry of foreign affairs. 

It was preceded by a Regional workshop to encourage local responses to this call. 



FRB’s strategy for research on tropical biodiversity

BiodivERsA ERA-Net, that is coordinated by FRB, has financed two projects on the forests 

in the Congo Basin (CoForChange, 2008 and CoForTips, 2011-12), as well as one project 

on an invasive species of ants in New Caledonia (2012-2013). 

BiodivERsA 3, the next version of the consortium that is cofinanced by an EU H2020 call, 

will include participants from the existing ERA-Net NetBiome. This ERA-Net comprises 

several French overseas communities who will contribute to BiodivERsA3’s funding for several French overseas communities who will contribute to BiodivERsA3’s funding for 

biodiversity research. 



Several CESAB projects 

address tropical biodiversity issues



Call for Projects: « Scenarios of the Future of Biodiversity

in Sub-Saharan Africa »: 7 selected projects (FRB-FFEM)



Financial requests varied from 140 000 to 285 000 €. 
4 projects are being financed.



A first report on FRB inputs in the tropical  biodiversity 

research area

• There are no basic differences in FRB’s calls for projects between research on 

« temperate » areas and « tropical » ones. The questions regarding the state, the 

dynamics and the future of tropical biodiversity have found their place within FRB’s calls 

for projects, as it as been well illustrated by CESAB’s projects. 

This shows the interest for the stakes of biodiversity in the inter-tropical areas, and the 

strong involvement of the French scientists in their study, both in Africa, South America 

or in the French overseas departments and communities.

• However, more specific work is needed to identify the needs for research in the inter-

tropical areas, targeting in particular French territories (continental and insular) prior to 

launch a call dedicated to the study of the biodiversity in these areas. FRB, with the 

support of its SC and SOC will have to take into account some tropic LABEX studies as well 

as the recent prospective published by CNRS-INEE on tropical ecology. The expansion of 

BiodivERsA to areas beyond Europe also implies the elaboration of a targeted strategy 

since these additional areas plan specific funding.



• As explained in our introduction, FRB’s mission is twofold:

– give society the scientific knowledge on biodiversity necessary to 

preserve, use sustainably and value biodiversity;

– Help and support the emergence of new researches to address 

knowledge gaps, including the ones that relate to tropical biodiversity 

A first report on FRB inputs in the tropical  biodiversity 

research area

knowledge gaps, including the ones that relate to tropical biodiversity 

and to the highly complex relationships between biodiversity losses, 

ecosystem alteration and climate changes (you can reverse the 

sentence!). 

We shall do as much as we can to help with the financing of such 

research.



Thank you for your attention


